The First Congregational Church of Portland, CT

June 2022

BELFRY CHIMES
We, The First Congregational Church of Portland, Connecticut, are an Open and
Affirming church. All are welcome to share in the life, sacraments, missions,
responsibilities and blessings of participation in our community of faith.

PLEASE JOIN US FOR
WORSHIP IN JUNE
June 5, 10:00 a.m.
Confirmation Sunday
June 12, 10:00 a.m.
Church School Sunday
June 19, 10:00 a.m.
Father’s Day
Guest Preacher will be
Mike Enright
June 26, 9:30 a.m.
Outdoor Worship Ser vice
at Quarry View Historic
Park, Portland
June 26 marks the
beginning of the summer
worship schedule of 9:30
a.m. services, which will
continue through Labor
Day Weekend.
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A Message to the Congregation
From Pastor Jane Hawken
As we continue to grieve as well as grapple with the
issue of gun violence and discern what effective,
positive steps need to be taken to lessen the
devastation, I offer this prayer from the Rev. Prince
Rivers, editor of Alban at Duke Divinity School:

“God of life, we grieve over the women, men,
mothers, fathers, sons and daughters killed in
yet another mass shoo8ng. In your grace, be
profoundly present with their families and
with the survivors who now suﬀer in body
and mind. We confess that we are 8red and
some8mes angry. We are angry about the
lives that are cut short and the family 8es
that are broken. We are angry because so
many elected leaders debate but do not take
ac8on. We want to make these murders stop,
yet we feel powerless to do so. Awaken in us
the resolve to ﬁnd a way even when it looks
like there is no way. Move us to act and to
advocate. Move us to speak out and to
demand change. We pray in the name of your
Son, Jesus Christ, through the Holy Spirit.
Amen.”
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All-Church BBQ Picnic Set for June 12

Thinking of Vacation Bible
School brings back fond
memories for many, and as
we emerge from the past
two years of Co vi d
restrictions, 2022 is the
perfect time to re-energize
children’s programming by
returning to our tradition
of Vacation Bible School.
Our Director of Christian
Education Ann Labby has
prepared a brief survey to
assist with planning VBS.
Parents of children ages 4
through 4th grade are
urged to take a couple of
minutes to respond to Ann
at labbyannm@gmail.com.
Are you interested in having
your child(ren) participate
in VBS?
Would the week of August
22 work for you?
Do you prefer morning or
early evening?
Please let Ann Labby know
of your interest.
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Join your church family at the All-Church
BBQ Picnic in the field behind the church.
Sponsore d by the B oard of C hr is tian
Education, the picnic will begin following
the worship service.
The return of this
annual event has been long anticipated!

There will be plenty of food, fellowship
and fun for all … so come along for a
great time as we kick-off the summer.
Please bring your favorite side dish, salad
or dessert.
The Board of Christian
Education will provide the rest.
If you
have a chair or blanket, you might want to
bring that along as well!
Thank you to the CE Board for providing
this fun event:
Mary Clark, Emily Foote,
Ginny Ho dge, Amy Jahnke, and Trina
Vardanian.
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A Message from Pastor Jane Hawken
Dear Friends,
James Russell Lowell, a 19th century American poet, professor, editor, and abolitionist, began one of
his well-known poems with this line: “And what is so rare as a day in June?”
Along with Lowell, many of us find the month of June to be particularly pleasant. For me personally,
June is special for several reasons. I was born, married, and ordained in the month of June. Our
daughter Meg and our sons-in-law Mike and Phil have June birthdays. And this month, our
granddaughter Alice will be baptized at First Church of Christ in Glastonbury on June 19. Also, the
worship service will celebrate David’s twenty-year pastorate at the church from which he is retiring
at the end of the month.
At our own church that day while I am in Glastonbury, Mike Enright will be our guest preacher. We
always welcome Mike to the pulpit with his inspiring and thoughtful sermons.
The first Sunday in June marks Confirmation Sunday as we joyfully receive six confirmands into
church membership: Evan Brown, Amelia Dietrichsen, Casey Dudzinski, Emelia Eckert, Paige
Fitzgibbons, and Aiden Jahnke.
June 12 is Church School Sunday when we celebrate the presence and participation of our church
school students. Come and hear about the Bible stories and lessons they have learned this past
year. This is a family service for all ages. We will also hear from Kristin Medvecky about inviting
volunteers to participate in a mission trip next summer to Maine Seacoast Mission.
On June 26 we will begin our summer worship time of 9:30 a.m. that will run through September 4. We
will not be in the sanctuary that morning since we will worship outdoors in the beauty of Quarry
View. This historic park, owned by Darlene Rice and Dean Soucy, is located at 311 Brownstone
Avenue in Portland. Bring a chair if you have one or let us know need if you need one.
As we gather for worship during this month, let us be willing to face the unpleasantries and
especially the tragedies that are occurring in our country and around the world. May our prayers –
and our actions – be for peaceful ways as we denounce and resist hatred and violence.

Wishing you God’s peace,
Jane
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Afghan Refugee Resettlement Update
The Samimi family is seIling into life in America. Parents Ajmal and Khatera have been busy with their four
children, as the family gets acclimated to life in America. Next week, work will begin with an immigra8on
aIorney to ﬁle paperwork needed to provide the family with a path to ci8zenship.
The three oldest children have begun school in Middletown. Suheil in 7th grade, Zuhra in 6th and Sohrab is
in kindergarten. They enjoy going to school, and their English improves daily. Khatera aIends Middletown
Adult Ed English classes Monday through Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon., while Ajmal stays at home
with the youngest child Sodoba. Ajmal is working with Turquoise Mountain to come to a work agreement.
Recently the ReseIlement group received a very generous $12,000 dona8on to help the family with the
purchase of a car. With that dona8on, money from PRRG and from the family's savings they were able to
purchase an SUV big enough for all six family members. Ajmal is studying now for his learner's permit as
the ﬁrst step towards his Connec8cut driver's license.
In late May, the Samimis had a visit from Ajmal's sister, brother-in-law and nephew. It had been six years
since he had seen his sister and thirteen years since seeing his nephew. The family now lives in Montreal
where they own three businesses.
Thank you to all who have contributed to this humanitarian project. Dona8ons are s8ll being accepted, as
there are expenses yet to come. Checks may be made payable to First Congrega8onal Church, with a
nota8on for refugee reseIlement.

Spring is a busy 8me of year for gradua8ons. In the July/August
issue of The Belfry Chimes, we will recognize the graduates among
our church family. Please no8fy the church if you have a graduate in
your family. Call (860-342-3244) or send an email to Margaret in
the oﬃce ﬁrst.church.pct@sbcglobal.net or Ann Labby at
labbyannm@gmail.com

CONGRATULATIONS TO THESE NEWLYWEDS
Logan Manning and Alexander Hails were married on April 2, 2022.
Jonah Winakor and Tessa Minicozzi were married on April 30, 2022.
Trina Vardanian and Wayne Pierce were married on May 21, 2022.
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MAY 1, 2022
A Picture Perfect Day for a Celebration!
May 1 was a day of celebration
for

our

church

w e lco m e d
Lentz

new

and Anita

ce le b r ate d

lo ng

family

as

we

m e m b ers

Rob

Carpene,

and

time

c h u rc h

member

Nan

Z i m m e r ’s

90th

birthday.

Pictured above are Nan

with son-in-law Peter, daughter
Sally, and son Austin.
Pictured to the right are Rob and
Anita.
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MEMORIAL SERVICE FOR HAROLD (HAL) LARSON
JUNE 11, 2022, 11:00 a.m.
Reception Follows the Service
A Memorial Service will be held on June 11, 2022 to celebrate the life of Harold (Hal) Larson, a beloved
member of our church who passed away peacefully on October 21, 2020 surrounded by his family.
Born on November 4, 1934, Hal was the youngest son of Charles William Larson and Elsie Nelson Larson.
Hal grew up on his family’s dairy farm in Portland, CT with his three brothers Charles, Robert and William.
Hal married his high school sweetheart, Susan Porteous Larson and together they raised three children,
Dayna, Peter and Tim.
Hal earned his Bachelor's degree from UConn, Master’s degree from University of Harnord and a seven
year degree from Wesleyan University. Hal was an amazing ar8st and school teacher. He was the head of
the Art department at Bennet Junior High School in Manchester where he worked for 34 years. He was
also a talented set designer and director. During his life, he was credited with designing and direc8ng over
43 produc8ons with the proceeds going to either the school(s) or the church he loved so much, The First
Congrega8onal Church of Portland. The “Congrega8onal Church musical produc8ons” directed by Hal are
a treasured part of our church’s history and brought many families into the fold of our church’s life.
Known for his gregarious and fun-loving spirit, Hal never met a stranger. He liked mee8ng new people and
with his friendly nature, would strike up a conversa8on everywhere he went. He enjoyed gardening,
singing his favorite show tunes, history, a good laugh and spending 8me with friends. He will forever be
remembered for his amazing talent, warm hugs, great sense of humor, loyalty to his family and friends, as
well as his kind and generous heart.
Please join Hal’s family and your church family as together we celebrate a man for whom the words “Well
done, good and faithful servant” are most appropriate.

A Note of Thanks From Linda Yohe
Sincere thanks to our church family for all of your prayers, cards and kind expressions
of sympathy for us on my dad’s passing. Words can’t convey how grateful we are.
Linda Yohe for Gary, Mari and Courtney and the extended family of Salvatore Citrano.
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May Baptisms
Pastor Jane Hawken performed two bap3sms at
our church in May.
On May 15, 2022, Gabriel James McBrien was
bap3zed, and on May 22, conﬁrmand Amelia
Lucille Dietrichsen was bap3zed.
In the photo to the leJ, Pastor Jane and Amelia
pose for photographer Beau Doherty following
Amelia’s bap3sm.

History in The Making Through An All-Church Fair
By Nancy Johnson

How would you like to be a part of a memorable historic event in the life of
our church? On October 25, 2022 our church will be 301 years old and a
small fair is being planned for October 22 to recognize this milestone. Due
to the pandemic, some of our anniversary plans including a fair to share with the townspeople
were put on hold. We are now planning an event where the community can gather, connect with
one another, shop, and have a good 8me. It will also be an opportunity to share some of our
history in a way that was not able to be done in 2021. This will be a “fun”draiser for the church
and a small commiIee of enthusias8c women has been organized. The planning has begun, but
others can join us at any 8me. Please contact Nancy Johnson if you are interested in joining us.
Looking for “Timeless Treasures?”
Some8mes something old is new again in the eye of the beholder and that is what we intend to
oﬀer at our fall fair. One of the booths at the fair will include a sale of vintage items. One thing
you can do now as you are spring cleaning, is to think of us with anything that you may have (in
good condi8on) that is considered vintage. That would be anything from the 1920’s to 1970’s and
might include the following: linens, jewelry, doilies, tea cups, ﬁne china, cookware, hats, aprons,
purses, etc. Contact Nancy Johnson regarding your dona8ons.

Belfry Chimes
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NEWS FROM THE BOARD OF MISSIONS
Personal Hygiene Items Needed
The Missions Board has become aware of the need for sanitary and hygiene items at the Portland
Food Bank. Please consider dona8ng feminine hygiene products, adult diapers, deodorant,
toothpaste and toothbrushes. There will be a collec8on box in Fellowship Hall.

Dress A Girl Workshop Scheduled for June 18
On Saturday, June 18, all are invited to gather in Fellowship Hall at 10:00 a.m., to
begin our mission of making dresses for girls around the world. Many hands are
needed for this important project.
At the ﬁrst mee8ng, the group will gather to sew dresses. Dress kits will be
available to start making dresses, so bring your sewing machine if you have one.
For those who prefer, you may assemble kits by choosing fabrics and
coordina8ng trims from the array of available fabric and supplies.
Dona8ons of undergarments (any size for girls up to the age of 10), scrunchies
and headbands are also needed and much appreciated. Please join us as we
begin our mission of “Dress A Girl.” For more informa8on, contact Karen Faass
at faass@comcast.net.

One Great Hour of Sharing and Ukraine Relief Fund
At the end of March, members of the Board of Missions spoke about two collec8ons being received
and how the congrega8on could help give to those in most desperate need. The generosity of the
congrega8on was overwhelming! $1,311 was donated to One Great Hour of Sharing, and $3,477 to
the Ukraine Relief Fund. Thank you for your compassion and kindness in reaching out to areas
beyond our borders and giving from your heart.

Dress A Girl Presentation Held on May 15
On Sunday, May 15, Morgan Klick, Danielle Pierce,
Alice McCall, Emma Hodge, Madelyn Faass, Evelyn
Faass, and Lily Otero did an outstanding job of
modeling dresses for “Dress A Girl Around the
World.”
Thank you to the parents for sharing your children
in helping with this mission to share the idea that
that “every girl deserves at least one new dress in
her life” to light. Thank you, also, to Joe Aresco for
helping with the music for the presenta8on, “This
LiIle Light of Mine”, and to Ann Labby, Jan Poet
and Cathy Probolus for guiding the models.
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Nature Walk Scheduled for June 25
Saturday, June 25, at 11:00 a.m.,
Beau Doherty will lead a nature
walk at the Portland Fairgrounds.
This site is known for having
numerous species of butterflies
inclu ding Monarchs due to a
profusion of swamp milkweed. We
will review the issues with ash
trees and keep an eye out for
various dragonflies and birds.
This is an easy flat 1 mile walk.
Following the walk, we will visit
Concentric Brewing Company for those who wish to go. Please email
Beau at Rdoherty02@snet.net with any questions.

Summer Belfry Chimes Deadline: Friday, June 17
Please submit informa3on to Belfry Chimes Editor JeanneSe Hodge by that date.
Thank you! jeanneSewhodge@gmail.com
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